
 

   

Life Group Guide                    March 10-March 16 

Whatever it Takes! 

This week’s focus: We must be willing to do whatever it takes, for the sake of 
the Gospel, to reach the lost. 

When someone sacrifices for us, it can make a profound impact. The church in 
Corinth was diverse. It was made up of Jews and Gentiles; young and old; rich and 
poor; people who had been religious for years and those with no religious background. 
That brought conflict into the church. Bringing together people of diverse backgrounds 
always creates conflict and tension giving the Gospel an opportunity to shine. The world 
longs to see this kind of unity but very few seem able to accomplish it. Paul is 
encouraging the young church to lay down preferences, rights and freedoms to pursue 
the goal of doing whatever it takes to reach as many as possible with the Gospel. 

Paul opens in 1 Corinthians 8, talking about living a selfless life rather than a 
selfish one. He had many freedoms and liberties in Christ as an apostle. But in chapters 
8 and 9, he highlights the argument about sacrificing food to idols to show the 
Corinthians that the growth of other Christians is more important than exercising your 
personal rights. 

In many ways, Paul gave up control of his life to live for Christ and spread the 
Gospel. Paul could have made many decisions like getting married or requesting money 
for his travel to preach (Chapter 9:1-18). But instead, he abdicated his rights for people 
to hear the Gospel without distraction or obstruction. 

Paul’s encouragement sounds noble and motivating until we are called to 
sacrifice a personal preference for the sake of others. Our preferences might include 
music, room décor, sermon styles or even “going deep” rather than reaching the 
masses. Giving up our own rights isn’t considered normal in the world we live in. But 
living for Christ requires us to surrender our rights and preferences because we love 
and follow a Savior who did it first. He is our ultimate example.  

The mission of the church isn’t to make those within its walls happy. The mission 
of the church is to be able to show others the love of Christ, and we do that by setting 
aside our own agendas, selfishness, and pride. This may seem like a difficult sacrifice, 
but as followers of Christ, our lives may be made uncomfortable to do whatever it takes 
to reach those outside the faith.  
 What this means is that we lay aside cultural preferences and perspectives and 
try to enter in with each other and remove as many barriers as possible--to lay aside 
whatever we can for the Gospel. We are to live Paul’s example of becoming “all things 
to all people so that by all possible means I might save some”. This doesn’t mean that 
we don’t have opinions on cultural or political issues but that we turn down those rights 
on secondary issues to make the Gospel center stage.  
 Like a runner in a race, when it comes to sharing the Gospel, we are to stay 
focused, disciplined, and motivated. We are called to contend for faith like a seasoned 
UFC fighter trading blows for the sake of the Gospel and making a difference for 
eternity so that one day we will all stand before the Father hearing Him say, “Well done 
good and faithful servant.”.  
SHARE (5-10 min) 

 RECAP  
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1. Icebreaker Question: Describe a time when someone sacrificed something for 
your benefit—maybe a parent used a Christmas bonus to send you on a trip or a 
friend treated you to dinner. 

STUDY (about 30 min) Read 1 Corinthians 8 & 9 

2. What stood out to you about the passages or message on Sunday? Is there 
anything that was unclear, or that you have questions about? 
 

3. Read 1 Corinthians 8:1-13. While we don’t deal with food sacrificed to idols, what 
are some common situations we can find ourselves in that could be seen as a 
stumbling block for other people? What are some ways prideful behavior can 
cause division within the body of Christ? 

 
4. Read 1 Corinthians 9:1–18. When you hear the phrase, “lay down your rights,” 

what do you normally think of? What does it mean to lay down your rights based 
on the passage?  

 
5. What does Paul give as the reason for his actions in verse 19? How would you 

summarize his goal after reading verses 19–23? 
 

6. Paul continues to describe the different types of people he wins to Christ through 
the laying down of his rights. What does he do to win them to Christ? How does 
becoming like them advance his goal? 

 
7. What might you have to give up so that other people could hear and believe the 

Gospel? What does it look like for you to love people more than your freedoms?  
 

8. When you think of reaching lost people, what keeps you from boldly sharing your 
faith? What does it look like for you to focus on the goal of salvation rather than 
the goal of being right or winning an argument?  

 

SUPPORT (15 min) 

Share the name of someone in your life that you would like to see come to Christ. Pray 
that God would use you to “win” them to Christ. Pray that God would open the eyes 
and hearts of unbelievers around you and that you would be bold in sharing your faith.  
 
Resource: Share Jesus Without Fear by William Fay 


