
 

   

Life Group Notes                        Mar 05 – Mar 11  

Daniel’s Deliverance, Darius’ Declaration 

This week’s focus:  Daniel’s deliverance.  
 

   We left Daniel last week staring down his own death. Ironically, Daniel 

remained calm and collected as far as the text tells us. Meanwhile, the world’s most 

powerful man, King Darius, was an absolute mess. After failing to be able to save 

Daniel, Darius sends Daniel into the lion’s den. But just before he seals it shut with a 

massive stone, Darius basically prays that Daniel’s God would deliver him.  

  Daniel spends the night with the lions. The king spends the night so 

distraught he can’t eat, sleep, and has no desire for entertainment. Early the next 

morning he makes a mad dash to the lion’s den. Upon arriving he yells into the cave 

essentially the same words he prayed the night before, “Daniel, has your God 

rescued you.” And sure enough, out of the dark cave came Daniel’s voice! In 

Daniel’s lone spoken lines of the entire chapter, he gives God the glory for saving 

him by sealing the mouths of the lions, drawing attention to the fact that he had lived 

his life above reproach when it came to both his God and his dealings within Darius’ 

kingdom.  

  Darius, after watching Daniel live a life of faithfulness to his God and now 

seeing that same God miraculously deliver Daniel, makes a new decree. The last 

decree made it illegal to pray to any god or human other than him; this new decree 

commands all his subjects throughout all his territory to fear and revere Daniel’s 

God. Why? Because, as Darius would say, “For he is the living God and he endures 

forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end. He rescues 

and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth. He 

has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.” What an amazing proclamation of 

faith by a pagan king! 

 

 

 

RECAP  
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SHARE (5-10 min)  

Icebreaker Question: What’s the first thing you remember ever learning about Jesus? 
Where did you first hear about Him? 

 
0STUDY (about 30 min) Read Daniel 6:15-28 

 
1. What about the message on Sunday and this passage stood out to you?  

 
2. As Daniel was thrown into the lion’s den, what emotions do you see, or 

envision, Daniel and Darius’s experiencing. Place yourself in both their shoes 
in this moment. What would your thoughts and emotions be if you were 
Daniel? Darius? 

 
3. Share about a season where God has done something in your life, or a life of 

someone close to you, that can only be described as God’s doing. Don’t 
forget, anytime a sinner is saved there is a “God at work” story somewhere in 
there! 

 
4. What are the people/things/hobbies that compete for your allegiance to God? 

Whether it be time, money, energy, etc. In case nothing comes instantly to 
mind, what is the last thing you typically think about as you go to bed and the 
first thing you think about upon waking up?   

 
5. Who is one person in your life who doesn’t know Jesus and has seen you 

faithfully following Jesus? How might you engage them in a dialogue about 
their own faith journey? 

 
6. What “dark den” do you find yourself in today from which you need Jesus to 

deliver you? 
 

 

SUPPORT (15 min) 

Finish your time together by spending some time praying for one another. Focus on 

finding ways to emulate Daniel who even when the punishment for being obedient to 

God was extreme, he did not waiver and trusted God. 


