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  A Place for His Name    1 Kings 8 

The man after God’s own heart had known seasons of tragedy and triumph. He 

experienced failure, but his legacy is marked by faithfulness and trust that God would 

keep His word. David’s story closes with instruction and warning for his son, Solomon, 

who was already poised to carry on the heritage. David charged the new king with the 

divinely appointed task of leading God’s chosen nation and urged him to, “Walk in His 

ways,” so their family would “never fail to have a man on the throne of Israel,” as God 

had promised.  

Solomon’s reign began with a series of defining events. He married the daughter 

of the Egyptian Pharaoh, and ironically, the nation that had once enslaved Israel now 

sought the good graces of God’s people. Then God appeared to Solomon in a dream 

and offered to grant his heart’s desire. Solomon asked for wisdom to lead, and God was 

pleased to grant this request and gave him wealth and honor as well.  

Solomon’s keen wisdom became the hallmark of his reign and gave him insight 

into human nature and the created order. He penned thousands of proverbs that 

gained him an international reputation. People from around the world sought him out, 

and Abraham’s descendants became a blessing to the whole world as Solomon 

demonstrated that the cornerstone of all wisdom is a holy fear of God.  

During Solomon’s reign, peace prevailed. The time had come for Solomon to 

build a temple for God. The construction project was massive and followed the pattern 

of the tabernacle that had been used since the days of Moses. The end result was as 

majestic as one could imagine. With great reverence, Solomon had the ark placed in the 

Most Holy Place. The temple was filled with a cloud of God’s glory, and Solomon humbly 

realized that even a magnificent temple could not sufficiently contain Him. Still, the 

temple would become the enduring focal point of worship and life for God’s people.  

Following the dedication of the temple, God appeared to Solomon again and 

warned him of the consequences Israel would face if they turned away from Him. He 

promised Solomon a royal dynasty in Israel if the king remained faithful. But if Israel 

followed other gods, God’s people would be cut off from the land.  

Solomon’s wealth and wisdom were legendary. His reign was marked by peace 

and prosperity. But all of Solomon’s insight and riches could not make up for his choice 

to marry hundreds of women, many of them foreigners. Just like God had said, his 

foreign wives “turned his heart after other gods”. This single decision shaped the future 

of his descendants and of the nation of Israel. Solomon’s story began with great 

promise, incomparable wisdom, and magnificent achievement. The closing chapter of 

his life reveals that the kingdom would be torn in two. Solomon spent his last days 

fighting off enemies and rebels. His splendor and his legacy were tarnished by 

disobedience and idolatry. In the end, his divided heart led to a divided kingdom. 

RECAP  
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SHARE (5-10 min) 

Icebreaker Question: What’s the best piece of advice you’ve ever received? What’s the 

worst piece of advice you’ve ever received? 

STUDY (about 30 min) Read 1 Kings 8 

1. Reflect on last week’s reading and the sermon. Is there any truth that stands out 
as being particularly helpful, insightful, or difficult to grasp? 
 

2. Proverbs 9:10 says, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and 
knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.” How would you define wisdom? 
How is wisdom different than knowledge and intelligence? 
 

3. Solomon authored the book of Proverbs that teach general principles of wise and 
practical living. Choose a proverb that resonates with you. What is the main 
point that it communicates? How might your life be different if you applied the 
proverb? 
 

4. Solomon accumulated unprecedented riches. Look up Deut. 17:15-17 and Deut. 
28:1-14. Did Solomon go too far? Is extreme wealth a good thing or a bad thing? 
How can God use your wealth or lack of wealth? 
 

5. Using what you have learned so far in the ONE campaign, why did Solomon 
make the dedication of the temple such a big event? What would it have been 
like to experience it firsthand? 
 

6. Look at Solomon’s prayer of dedication 1 Kings 8:22-53. What does this teach 
you about God? What does it teach you about how you should approach God? 
 

7. As Solomon grew older, he disobeyed God by allowing hundreds of wives to 
influence his heart and his heart was divided. What might be influencing your 
heart to stray away from God and His best for your life? What role does 
obedience play in living a life of wisdom? 
 

8. In the end, Solomon’s life pointed to a greater need than wisdom as he suffered 
from a divided heart. How can you “guard your heart” (Proverbs 4:23) from 
being divided? What spiritual disciplines lead you to a fully devoted heart to God? 

 

SUPPORT (15 min) 

Share and Pray: Split up in groups of 3 or 4. Share: What is the greatest threat to your 

devotion to God? Where do you need the wisdom of God right now?  

Pray for one another and ask for the courage to address the things that challenge our 

devotion to God. Ask for a listening heart so that you might gain a mind of wisdom. 


