
Ready For Departure – Ron Marsh August 16, 2020 

Awake and Ready (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 

 

The Big Question: What’s Next? Is the Apocalypse coming? 

*In church there are things we can disagree about that should not lead to ______________ - the timeline 

regarding the end times is one of them! 

Key warning: Beware of _____________________ in the last days 

1. What is the Rapture? 

The Rapture is an End Times, Biblical event, where all who put their trust in Christ, both living and deceased, will 

suddenly be caught up to meet the Lord in the air and be with Him forever. 

Harpazo: to be ____________up, claimed for oneself eagerly, snatched away quickly, rescued from destruction 

• The rapture will happen at any _____________ without warning 
 

• The rapture will be shocking and ______________ 
 

• The rapture will set in motion the ________________ of the end 

*Order of events: Return-________________________ -Redemption-Rapture-Reunion 

• The rapture is meant to ________________ the church 

2. Why should I believe in the rapture? 

• Jesus promised to _________________  
  

• The rapture is a __________________  
 

• The rapture is a __________________  

*Jesus wants to deliver you from His _____________ and save you from Satan’s _______________ 

3. How do I prepare for the rapture? 

• _________________ up and stay alert 
 

• _________________ your priorities 
  

• _________________ and let God be the judge 
 

• _________________ up and put your hope in His return 

 



Life Group Ice Breaker 

1. How have current events (global disruptions in health, economy, social injustice issues and politics) affected your 

thinking/feeling about the present and the future? 

 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

2. What’s one thing about the message that really stood out to you? Why did that grab your attention? 

 
 
 
 
 
3. When you think of the second coming of Christ, how does that make you feel (fearful, skeptical, confused, joyful)? 

Why do you feel that way? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Read Matthew 24:4-44 and Luke 17:25-37. What do you think Jesus is telling us about the end times? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
5. Revelation 21 describes the believer’s hope—heaven. After reading that chapter, what do you most look forward to 

when you think about heaven? Why do you think the appearance of Jesus is called the “Blessed Hope”? 

 

 

 

 

  

Application Questions & Prayer 

6. As you think, read and study about the rapture, are you certain that you are ready for the Lord’s return? Why? Why not? 

What is the Holy Spirit nudging you to prioritize? 

 

 

 

 

7. Is there someone you need to “warn” and “win” before Christ’s return? Who? When will you share with them? 

 

 

 

 

8. Pray that God would send revival to our church, city, state, country and world. Ask Him to equip and inspire believers 

everywhere to share their faith.  



 

Links to Scripture References and Additional Study 
 

Scripture references for the rapture: https://www.openbible.info/topics/the_rapture  

Rapture vs 2nd Coming Chart: https://gatewaybible.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Rapture-vs-2nd-Coming.pdf   

Millennial/Tribulation Views Chart: https://gatewaybible.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Millennial_views.jpg  

Historical List of End Times Predictions: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_dates_predicted_for_apocalyptic_events  

Precept Ministries International, Inductive Bible Study on The Second Coming of Christ: 

https://www.preceptaustin.org/the_second_coming_of_Christ  

David Jeremiah, Living in the Age of Signs: https://www.davidjeremiah.org/age-of-signs/rapture  

YouVersion Bible App Reading Plan, End Times: https://my.bible.com/reading-plans/389-the-end 
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