
Supplemental Scriptures 

James 1:2-4  “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and 
complete, not lacking anything.”  

1 Peter 4:12-13 “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has 
come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 
13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you 
may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.” 

Romans 5:3-5 “Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know 
that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, 
hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 
out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.” 

Psalm 34:17-20 “The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; he delivers 
them from all their troubles. The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves 
those who are crushed in spirit. The righteous person may have many troubles, 
but the Lord delivers him from them all; he protects all his bones, not one of 
them will be broken.” 

Luke 22:31-32 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I 
have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have 
turned back, strengthen your brothers.”  

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we 
are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light 
and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs 
them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since 
what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we 
ourselves receive from God.” 

Hebrews 12:7-8 “Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his 
children. For what children are not disciplined by their father? If you are not 
disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, 
not true sons and daughters at all.” 

Job 23:10 “But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come 
forth as gold.” 

I Am Alien – Ron Marsh May 24, 2020 

Alien Faith in Trials: 1 Peter 1:1-12 

 

What am I? (circle one)      Native          Immigrant         Tourist   Alien 
 
Core principle: A _____________ faith is a ______________faith 
 

1. What is a trial? 
 

• A trial is a difficult season allowed by God to ________________ and  
 

_________________ me 
 

2. Why do I have trials? 
 

• Trials ____________ my faith 
 
Question: Is my faith fake or genuine? 

 
______________ faith—______________ faith—______________ faith 

 

• Trials _________________ my faith 
 

• Trials _________________me closer to God 
 

*A trial ________________ the thermostat that ignites faith 
 

3. How do I have alien faith during trials? 
 

• Focus on the benefits of __________________ 
 

• Focus on ______________ rather than examining the present 
 

• Focus on the ______________of persevering 
 

• Focus on the ___________ I have in Christ 
 
 

 



Life Group Ice Breaker 

1. Looking back on the time of sheltering in place - what words, phrases or 

cultural idioms do you think will be remembered in the future?  

 

 

   

Discussion Questions 

2. Regarding this sermon, is there any truth that stands out as being 

particularly helpful, insightful or difficult to grasp? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3. Read 1 Peter 1:1. How are believers aliens, foreigners, exiled, strangers 

today? How do you think Peter would expect that to affect the ways we 

think and act? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Difficult seasons are part of life. How do you know the difference between 

a trial, temptation, and consequence? (see 1 Peter 1 & James 1) As Aliens 

how is our response to each different? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Think of a time when you went through a trial.  What kind of faith did it 

reveal (inherited, shallow, conditional)? What effect did the trial have on 

your faith in the end? Did you draw closer to God or further away? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Application Questions & Prayer 

6. You are either in a trial, just came through one or are headed into one. 

What can you do this week for those going through a trial? Share spiritual 

disciplines, scriptures and tools that have been helpful to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

7. What trial (a season of difficulty allowed by God to purify and strengthen 

you) are you facing right now? How can you begin to trust God with it? 

What do you need to focus on to endure it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Pray for those in your group who are being refined right now and ask God 

to meet their unique needs. Also, ask God to grow in all of us a faith that 

can be trusted. Pray that each person will cultivate genuine (Alien) faith as 

they learn joyful endurance! 


