
Scripture References for the sermon, What Lies Beneath Envy  February 3, 2019 
Numbers 11:1-11 
Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of the Lord, and when he heard them his anger was 
aroused. Then fire from the Lord burned among them and consumed some of the outskirts of the camp. 2 When the 
people cried out to Moses, he prayed to the Lord and the fire died down. 3 So that place was called Taberah, because 
fire from the Lord had burned among them. 4 The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites 
started wailing and said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5 We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the 
cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. 6 But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this 
manna!” 7 The manna was like coriander seed and looked like resin. 8 The people went around gathering it, and then 
ground it in a hand mill or crushed it in a mortar. They cooked it in a pot or made it into loaves. And it tasted like 
something made with olive oil. 9 When the dew settled on the camp at night, the manna also came down. 
10 Moses heard the people of every family wailing at the entrance to their tents. The Lord became exceedingly angry, 
and Moses was troubled. 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:4 
4 And I saw that all toil and all achievement spring from one person’s envy of another. This too is meaningless, a chasing 
after the wind. 
 
James 3:14-16 
14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such 
“wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have envy and selfish 
ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. 
 
Philippians 4:11b-13 
11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to 
be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty 
and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me.  
 
Psalm 37:1-3 
1 Do not fret because of those who are evil or be envious of those who do wrong; 2 for like the grass they will soon 
wither, like green plants they will soon die away. 3 Trust in the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe 
pasture. 
 
Proverbs 14:30 
30 A heart at peace gives life to the body, but envy rots the bones. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:4 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
 
Matthew 25:14-30 
14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he 
gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had 
received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17 So also he who had the 
two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his 
master's money. 19 Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he 
who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five 
talents; here, I have made five talents more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have 
been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And he also who had the two 
talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ 23 His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. 
Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you 
to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I 
went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and 



slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought 
to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 
28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be 
given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast 
the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 


