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10/09/16 Resolve What God Wants Most Daniel 4 Fred Hennes
RESOLVE

Thus far the book of Daniel has taught us
1. God strengthens those whose hearts are fully committed to him
2. We take small problems to a BIG God (1* dream)
3. God rules over everything and HE is ABLE to deliver His own (S/M/A fire)

“God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.” James 4:6

What God Wants Most (Daniel 4)

e Answer is found in the Garden @ creation

e Answer is found in Jesus @ the cross

o Answer is found in the pages of scripture and summarized here

Nebuchadnezzar’s Testimony
! King Nebuchadnezzar, To the nations and peoples of every language, who live in all the earth: May you prosper
greatly!

2 It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and wonders that the Most High God has performed for me.

® How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an eternal kingdom; his dominion endures from
generation to generation.

*1, Nebuchadnezzar, was at home in my palace, contented and prosperous. ° | had a dream that made me afraid. As |
was lying in bed, the images and visions that passed through my mind terrified me.

® So | commanded that all the wise men of Babylon be brought before me to interpret the dream for me.

” When the magicians, enchanters, astrologers and diviners came, | told them the dream, but they could not interpret
it for me.

8 Finally, Daniel came into my presence and | told him the dream. (He is called Belteshazzar, after the name of my god,
and the spirit of the holy gods is in him.)

% | said, “Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, | know that the spirit of the holy gods is in you, and no mystery is too
difficult for you. Here is my dream; interpret it for me.

1% These are the visions | saw while lying in bed: I looked, and there before me stood a tree in the middle of the land.
Its height was enormous.

" The tree grew large and strong and its top touched the sky; it was visible to the ends of the earth.

12 1ts leaves were beautiful, its fruit abundant, and on it was food for all. Under it the wild animals found shelter, and
the birds lived in its branches; from it every creature was fed.

13 “In the visions | saw while lying in bed, | looked, and there before me was a holy one, a messenger, coming down
from heaven.




 He called in a loud voice: ‘Cut down the tree and trim off its branches; strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the
animals flee from under it and the birds from its branches.

> But let the stump and its roots, bound with iron and bronze, remain in the ground, in the grass of the field.” ‘Let
him be drenched with the dew of heaven, and let him live with the animals among the plants of the earth.

!® Let his mind be changed from that of a man and let him be given the mind of an animal, till seven times pass by for
him.

7 «The decision is announced by messengers, the holy ones declare the verdict, so that the living may know that the

Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone he wishes and sets over them the
lowliest of people.’

18 “This is the dream that I, King Nebuchadnezzar, had. Now, Belteshazzar, tell me what it means, for none of the wise
men in my kingdom can interpret it for me. But you can, because the spirit of the holy gods is in you.”

Daniel Interprets the Dream
¥ Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar) was greatly perplexed for a time, and his thoughts terrified him.

So the king said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its meaning alarm you.”Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, if
only the dream applied to your enemies and its meaning to your adversaries!

2 The tree you saw, which grew large and strong, with its top touching the sky, visible to the whole earth,

2 with beautiful leaves and abundant fruit, providing food for all, giving shelter to the wild animals, and having
nesting places in its branches for the birds—

22 Your Majesty, you are that tree! You have become great and strong; your greatness has grown until it reaches the
sky, and your dominion extends to distant parts of the earth.

2 «your Majesty saw a holy one, a messenger, coming down from heaven and saying, ‘Cut down the tree and destroy
it, but leave the stump, bound with iron and bronze, in the grass of the field, while its roots remain in the ground.

Let him be drenched with the dew of heaven; let him live with the wild animals, until seven times pass by for him.’
2% «This is the interpretation, Your Majesty, and this is the decree the Most High has issued against my lord the king:

% You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like the ox and be
drenched with the dew of heaven. (Zoanthropy)

Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth
and gives them to anyone he wishes.

e Ruler of whole world, powerful, prestige, wealth, united kingdom,

e Yet, no personal acknowledgment of God — he is PROUD

% The command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means that your kingdom will be restored to you when
you acknowledge that Heaven rules.

? Therefore, Your Majesty, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your sins by doing what is right, and your
wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may be that then your prosperity will continue.”

Pride, negatively, is a conception of one’s self-worth being over stated.
e Failure to see our achievements, status, and possession as gifts from God



Abraham Lincoln, Proclamation of a Day of National Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer, 1863.
We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven; we have been preserved
these many years in peace and prosperity; we have grown in numbers, wealth, and power
as no other nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the

| gracious hand which preserved us in peace and multiplied and enriched and strengthened

| us, and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings
. were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken
y success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and
preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us.

The Dream Is Fulfilled

28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal
palace of Babylon,

% he said, “Is not this the great Babylon | have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of
my majesty?”

31 Even as the words were on his lips, a voice came from heaven, “This is what is decreed for you, King
Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you.

32 You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like the ox. Seven times
will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and gives them
to anyone he wishes.”

* Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away from people and ate
grass like the ox. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and
his nails like the claws of a bird.

God’s Method to Breakdown Pride

1. A warning - dream

2. Agrace period - 12 months to repent

3. A humbling experience
e Pride is the place where God gets no credit & no appreciation.
e Question: Are you at place 1 or 2?

"Humility is not thinking less of yourself, it’s thinking of yourself less." CS Lewis

“Humility is not

thinking; of yourself,
it’s thin ki oursell

Winston Churchill - "Doesn't it thrill you to know that every time you make a speech, the hall
is packed to overflowing?" "It's quite flattering," replied Sir Winston. "But whenever | feel that
way, | always remember that if instead of making a political speech | was being hanged, the
crowd would be twice as big."




Samuel Morse
"Whenever | could not see my way clearly, | knelt down and prayed to God for light
and understanding." Morse received many honors from his invention of the
- .. telegraph but felt undeserving: "l have made a valuable application of electricity
" not because | was superior to other men but solely because God, who meant it for
mankind, must reveal it to someone and He was pleased to reveal it to me."

3 At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored.

Then | praised the Most High; | honored and glorified him who lives forever. His dominion is an eternal dominion; his
kingdom endures from generation to generation.

33 All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the
peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: “What have you done?”

3% At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were returned to me for the glory of my
kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, and | was restored to my throne and became even greater than
before.

% Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he does is right and all
his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.

What God Wants Most (Daniel 4)

God wants our praise!
e To acknowledge His character — His greatness
e To acknowledge His actions in our life
o He’s not pleased with indifference
e He’s not pleased with whiners

! praise the Lord, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 2 praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his
benefits— Psalm 103:1-5

% who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, * who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love
and compassion, - Psalm 103:1-5

> who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. - Psalm 103:1-5

| praise you because | am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, | know that full well. - Psalm
139:14



