On-Line Sermon Notes

DATE SERIES SERMON TITLE SCRIPTURE REFERENCE TEACHER
10/02/16 Resolve Faith on Fire Daniel 3 Fred Hennes
RESOLVE

e Resolutions: (1) made w/ self, (2) short-term, (3) from the head
e Resolve: (1) made w/ God, (2) life style change, (3) from the heart
o The story of Daniel is a story of resolve

Faith on Fire (Daniel 3)

e Daniel influenced S/M/A

e S/M/A are asked to worship an idol under penalty of death

e What influence will S/M/A have? Question: What influence do you have?

A Command to Worship
! King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty cubits high and six cubits wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura
in the province of Babylon.

2 He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other
provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up.

S0 the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials
assembled for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it.

* Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “Nations and peoples of every language, this is what you are commanded to do:

*> As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, you must fall down
and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up.

® Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.”

” Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all the nations
and peoples of every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

e Evensome Jews

o King Neb was demanding public submission to his absolute authority

e King = head of state and head of religion (2 Thess 2, Rev 13)

e Let’s look at characteristics of worship

Worship Responds to God’s Love
1 John 4:19 We love because he first loved us. € MEMORY VERSE
e Rom 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Worship is Voluntary
e King Neb = You have life, you can avoid death
e King Jesus = You are dead, but you can have life

Civil Disobedience
% At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. ° They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “May the
king live forever!




your Majesty has issued a decree that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and
all kinds of music must fall down and worship the image of gold,

! and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a blazing furnace.

12 But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego—who pay no attention to you, Your Majesty.

They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up.”
3 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought
before the king,

14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or
worship the image of gold | have set up?

> Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready to
fall down and worship the image | made, very good.

But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to
rescue you from my hand?”

e King Neb set himself up as God

e Opportunity to refute charges — or — change mind

16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves
before you in this matter.

7 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from
Your Majesty’s hand.

'8 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image
of gold you have set up.”
e Words of hope & courage ... words to live by and words to die by!
e Words of pre-decision
e Words of Civil Disobedience
0 Pray for our leaders
0 Nonviolently resist a government that commands evil or is compelling direct violation of God’s laws and
commands
0 Unless we can flee - accept government’s punishment

Life and Death
® Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed.
He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual

% and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw
them into the blazing furnace.

21 50 these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing
furnace.

22 The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 2 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.




% Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that
we tied up and threw into the fire?” They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.”

% He said, “Look! | see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of
the gods.”

%6 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of
the fire,

% and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not
harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of
fire on them.

¢ Why did they not burn up? They were already “on fire”

e Obedience to King Neb = death // Obedience to King Jesus = life

2 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and
rescued his servants!

They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or
worship any god except their own God.

2 Therefore | decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save
in this way.”

% Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon.
e An amazing faith reveals an amazing God

e What would you do if in S/M/A position?

e Depends on is Jesus your Savior & your Lord?

Your god is the thing (or person) that you are most concerned about, think the most about, or affects your life the
most.

e Kids / family / Career / Yourself / Sports

e Question: Is it Jesus?



