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08/28/16 Stretch The Call of Evangelism 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 Fred Hennes 
 
We are Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. 2 Cor 5:20a 
• My goal: For you to receive and act upon this truth; embrace your identity 
  
Stretch 
• 3 weeks on Evangelism: misunderstood & neglected 
• Stretch  to extend oneself to the full length; to reach from one point or place to another  
  
Observations from Ten Churches 
• 10 of 10: Engaging praise songs & hymns / life-changing truth / community 
• 10 of 10: Aging congregations 
• 8 of 10: An abundance of empty seats 
  
The Backdrop of World Chaos  
• Orlando (49 d) / Nice (84 d) / Police assaults: Dallas (5), Baton Rouge (3), KC (1) / Munich mall (10) /Kabul 

Afghanistan (61) / Tokyo knife attack (19) 
• The world is going to hell, the Church is on the sidelines 
  
Christianity is Threatened 

• Identity CHURCH: One word, many pictures 
• TV (healthy, wealthy & happy), Catholic pedophiles, JW door knockers,  
• Media Filled with bigoted, judgmental, hypocritical people 

  
The threat to Christianity is not atheism, materialism, or communism. The greatest threat to Christianity is Christians 
who are trying to sneak into heaven incognito without ever having shared their faith. Dr. James Stuart, Research 
Fellow and Lecturer at the University of Edinburgh 
  
The Safe and Secure Christian (at least in North America) 

• The world needs a savior, but the church is irrelevant & dismissed 
• Average Christian lives in a bubble, saved, in control, taking no risk 

  
The Call of Evangelism (2 Cor 5:14-21) 

• Jesus directs every one of His followers to GO  
• To make known His offer of salvation and eternal life  
• To proclaim His forgiveness & the good news of His substitionary death, burial and resurrection  

  
14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died 
for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 

• Jesus – Selfless abandon motivated by love 
• Paul – Selfless abandon motivated by love 
• We who by faith are saved should no longer live for ourselves but for Him  

  
16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do 
so no longer.  

• Worldly evaluation – all externals 
• Heavenly evaluation – redeemed / not redeemed 

  
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!  



• Old life of slavery sin gone  New life of attitudes & actions for Christ  
• Mystery  How can the saved person spend their life in selfishness? 
  
18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that 
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to 
us the message of reconciliation.  
• Reconciled  He made peace possible. No longer the objects of wrath  
  
20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on 
Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.  
• Few verses more precisely summarize Paul's ministry and message.  
  
21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
• He took on Himself the sin of the world so that, in turn, His righteousness could be given those who trust Him  
  
Scriptural Evangelism 
• The 2x4 approach 
• The bait & switch approach 
• The shoehorn approach 
• The scalp hunter 
• Default  friendship evangelism 
  
Scriptural Evangelism 
1. Proclamational -  Peter on Pentecost (Acts 2) 
2. Confrontational - Phillip with the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8) 
3. Relational - Paul’s intimate personal engagement (1Thess 2) 
  
“But my righteous one will live by faith. And I take no pleasure in the one who shrinks back.” Hebrews 10:38  
MEMORY VERSE 
 


